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Homogeneity and sameness 

Emotional attachement to a place or 

Identity and culture 

Social networks within the community  

Shared location and resources  

Notions attached with the concept of community 



A community can be described as a group of people that 

recognizes itself or is recognized by outsiders as  

sharing common cultural religious or other social features, 

background and interests and which forms a collective identity 

with shared goals 

 

 

many subgroups or communities.  

socially controlling 

“inequality, exploitation, oppression and 

maliciousness are woven into the fabric 

of relationships” Cannon 2008  



The legacy of community development work 

Source: Presentation on Community Driven Development, World Bank, 2013 



Participation 

Problem 

identification 

Project 

formulation 
Implementation 

MNE 



Participation based on Pretty 1994 

Source:NORAD report1/2013 A framework for analysis participation in development 



Who participates?  
Who creates spaces of participation? 

What are the conditions for participation. 

What is the nature of participation?  



What is a community based DRR or CCA 

People and development oriented.  a question of people’s vulnerability.  

Active engagement of  community in 
the identification, analysis, treatment, 
monitoring and evaluation of disaster 

risks in order to reduce their 
vulnerabilities and enhance their 

capacities (ADPC 2003).  

Involvement of most vulnerable social 
groups  

Community based 

CCA and DRR 



Example of Community based DRR process 

Source: ADPC handbook 

CBDRR approach covers 

prevention and mitigation, 

preparedness, emergency 

response and recovery.  



Example of a Community based climate adaptation 

approach 

Source: Care International, 2018 

• Create 

awareness 

concerning 

climate issues  

• Inlcude future 

climate risks in 

the project cycle.  



The need for community based approach in Disaster Risk Reduction and 

Climate change Adaptation  

700 thousand people lost their lives, over 1.4 

million were injured and approximately 23 

million were made homeless as a result of 

disasters. $1.3 trillion loss. (Sendai Framework 

2015-2030) 

Source Global Risk Report, 2018 Different and unequal impacts 



Characteristics of Community based Adaptation  

Source:(Ayers and Forsyth 2009) :  

  

• local level  

• vulnerable to the 

impacts of climate 

change 

 

strengthen the 

capacity of local 

people to adapt 

participatory 

processes involving 

local stakeholders 



Potential Advantages of having a community based 

adaptation (Example from Forum SYD, Sweden)  

 Locally defined problems and 

solution. 

 Sensitive to local needs and 

risks 

 combining it with their local 

knowledge.  

 Promotes co-learning and 

management 

Community mobilisation 

Dialogue for change 

Implementing joint 

agreement 

Community Implementing 

activities Independently 

 Capacity development of the 

community concerning climate 

and disaster risks in the existing 

community structures 



False assumptions about community  

 Top down approach.  

Shifting of responsibility.  

Assuming efforts of people are deficient from 

the start. e.g. notion of autonomous 

adaptation 

CBA risks focusing on only one aspect of 

vulnerability or only one sector and scale.  

Challenges 



Example in an infrastructure project 

Source: EIGE 



Example in an infrastructure project (Irish NDP prog) 



Source: CIVITAS Project 



Taxi Rosa 

Campaign  in 

Italy 

Use of GIS  to 

divide 

foothpath 

networks e.g. in 

Austria 
Check list for  Gender 

Auditing, UK 

Some examples for gender mainstreamed in transport facilities 

Designing spaces that are gender sensitive  



Can you imagine a 

pregnant women using 

this? 

Physically 

challenged people 

using this 



• Locally shaped problems and solutions.  

• Crucial factor in directly reducing contextual 

vulnerabilities.  

• Caution: ranging from top down approaches to 

misleading assumptions of the community  

• Need to Question: Who gets to participate and what 

context; how this form of participation can help address 

social vulnerabilities and risks; and non formal adaptation 

efforts are accepted.   

Conclusion 



Knowledge FOr Resilient soCiEty 


